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Well June is now here and we are still trying to make it to the starting gate. May was
somewhat better to us than April. I really can’t say the weather was much better. However,
we did luck out and have a couple of days that really allowed us to accomplish a considerable
amount, and, we did have one of those marathon days which allowed some of us arrive back
home just before the next day arrived.
Accomplishments for the month were good in the realm of Harpoon land. We were able to get
one of the wheels changed out with new tire, tube and a clean brake pack and a new seal. We
ran the left engine to confirm that it was the vacuum pump that was bad and not anything else.
Changed out vacuum pump and did test run to confirm it worked OK. The tire and tube from
the wheel was removed and it is now painted and ready to be reassembled and installed back
on the plane. Completed the rigging on the rudders and worked on some sheet metal repairs.
So all and all it was a pretty good month. If Mother Nature gives us a break and we have people

to help with the work we should be ready for a test run, sign off and first flight this month. It
has been a very long process but it looks like we are getting very close to finishing this project.
We also had some new people come out on a Saturday and spent the day working with us on
some of the projects. It worked out that we ran an engine that day and they were quite
impressed even with all of the oil she belched out all over the nacelle and flap. We have also
had another person visit and talk with us and think they will be able to put together a plan that
could get us on track to become a better organization and perhaps develop a revenue stream.
In other news we were contacted by two different people that were interested in our
organization due to the fact they had a relative that was involved with either the PV-1 or the
PV-2. In one case it is the gentleman’s father and he is currently 100. I believe the other
individual had a grandfather involved with the Harpoon. I will be working with both of these
individuals trying to write their story. So there could be some very interesting things come up.
My resident historian, Paula, did a little research for me and the one unit got a German Sub. So
I am waiting to see if he was involved in that operation.
For those of you who have never had the chance to work on the Harpoon at MQJ you never
know who might walk up and talk to you. This month there was two individuals just walked up
and started looking at the plane. So David looked at me and said,” you need to go out and talk
with them.” I went out and introduced myself and asked if they had any question. Naturally
first one out of the box is what it is. Come to find out it was a father-in-law with his son-in-law
and they were just killing some time. The son-in-law turned out to be a Lt. Col. Stationed in
South Korea near the DMZ. He was Vietnamese and came here with the boat people. I told
him I was over there during the war and where I was stationed and his family lived just a little
farther south in the delta. It is strange how you can sometimes run into people that you never
dreamed your path would cross.
That about sums up the activity for May and it looks like June will be very busy trying to finish
up and get the plane back in the air. There will be a BOD meeting coming up soon and all
members are invited to attend. I will send out a notice with date just as soon as I get it. I have
attached a page from a book that was sent to me and I believe the two articles are well worth
reading. One involves a simple cotter pin and the other unauthorized flight.

Have a great month,
Gaylon
“Restlessness is discontent -- and discontent is the first necessity of progress. “
Thomas Edison,
Inventor

